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DIVISION. COLUMBIA LINE. 
ar On the ten miles authorized to be placed under con- 
tract in March, 1828, the whole of the work which was 
T the Canal Commissioners: in progress at the time of my last report has been com- 


: pleted, and, with but two exceptions, settled agreeably 
GexTLemeN—In accordance ee —— so oe to the requisitions of the contracts, Five per cent. of 
board, contained in the eee’ teil pens cae Sol a the cost of stone work of the several locks, amounting 
of the 22d October ult., the —— Pi sion of | © $1,564, authorized by the contracts to be withheld 
works committed to = pars a a le Saad until the work shall have been ** proven by water to be 
the Pennsylvania cana An niiisi =_ o ding from the | Well and faithfully executed, and every part done com- 
That part of the eastern div as th g Swatara | Pletely and perfectly,” has been retained from the final 
outlet lock on Duncan s — = — sal. | a a - estimates. The injury sustained by several of the wall 
river, having been plone wets : 7 oe = Seta: sections, and by the cu'vert on section No. 35, from the 
a supervisor, and no new wor ad ait iad has been, | high freshet in the spring, has been repaired. The 
structed during the —_ y ag . : . My own obser. | Puddling on sections Nos. 35 and 36, is progressing ra- 
for the most part, wit aoe sae ms oi t it hasbeen | Pidly, and when the contract shall have been finished, 
vation of it, however, allows me 8 ys tion, since the | there is not a doubt but these sections will be perfectly 
in navigable use, with little or no in oF the oe ce es tight. Of the remaining work on this ten miles, not 
period of making Bees rere a ie ae under contract in November last, the whole is being 
expressed of its affor 10 , et the p otg has been | Cxecuted, and will be completed early in the spring. 
a on. of Seer wor ° The ascertained cost of the syphon culvert at Halde- 
entirely confirmed. on 39. | man’s saw-mill, when completed, including the neces- 
By a resolution of the board of _ omnes Ss sary expense of continuing the trunk of the aqueduct 
I was instructed to enter into contrac bs . brs sti" | and platform of the bridge connected with it, will be 
ble person for the immediate repair o ye ridge - | found considerably to exceed the original estimate in 
Duncan’s Island, under the ee ~ ere | amount. This is attributable to the variation of the 
ence of an engineer ee eet aaa d < | plan—the original estimate being intended to cover the 
was done on the ~~ =o aoe alin ‘Mak “en a | expense of a wooden culvert. Tosecure to Mr. Halde- 
contract submittec - y 21.086 for work done and ya. | ™en the entire and uninterrupted use of the valuable 
estimate, rage - Bi under the contract, was re. | ¥2ter-power which he has, at great expense, there 
lue of materials delivere vhie h th ; tine officer | Created, and wholly to destroy all apprehensions of even 
turned to ane in J et: > yay a Soe ee rg | the remotest obstruction to the navigation of the canal 
at oe a a had — camiieigal ie | at this point, a structure combining greater strength and 
sion, that, as a st as “eer iq | durability was deemed necessary. That, now being 
part of the division, a oe eg | constructed, is about 60 feet in length, eleven feet six 
noe pea scaeeemni of which ested del ai | inches in width, and five feet three inches in depth, and 
endent. In ; ? 7 - | built of rubble masonry lined with cut stone—the fac 
to Mr. M‘Alister for opener: and, a Z npre ae | being laid in cement aad toca good lime and 
eee eee ea es edsines tater | sand mortar, with timber top and bottom, secured by 
€ oye : 5 _\iron rods. Wooden trunks convey the water to and 
scribe the See he by ble 7a aoe enone | from the culvert. In excellence of materials, skill and 
payable. For the ao - fo ar cae er Dag a 5 art | {thfulness of execution, and durability of plan of con- 
this time, and for other informa . ne a Pee f | Struction, this work will vie with any mechanical work 
of the division, I beg leave to refer you to the report o in the state. It is now nearly completed. 
Mr. Warford, principal engineer on the division. : P 


; , The estimated amount, as contained in the report of 

The following abstract will show the amount of mo- | the engineer, which will be required to complete the 
neys drawn from the treasury and disbursed on this | work under contract, including a waste-wier, six water- 
portion of the line: ways, and a foot bridge on section No. 9, is $23,718 02, 
O. H. Dibble, balance due and per cent- 


| Add to this, amounts due and per centage retained, 
retained on section No. 1, $2,610 10 | $2,460 46; making the sum to be yet expended on this 


Rerort or Joun Banser, SUPERINTENDENT. 











W. W. Pennell, for the construction of part of the line, $26,178 48. 
four small bridges, 100 00; The whole amount drawn from the treasury and paid 
Byrne and Provest, balance on Stoney on the ten miles to the 25th Nov. 1831, is $76,375 71-~ 
creek aqueduct, paid by resolution of three hundred dollars of which is from the damage end 
the board, 273 90 | repair fund, and has been applied to the payment of an 
Peter Miller, balance on fencing, paid by offer of $100, made by the board to Evan Green, for 
direction of the board, 290 00 | damages sustained by him, and of $200, an amount au- 


Evans, Moore & Co. 2? balance On con- 


thorized to be paid to Israel Cooper, by contract, for 
Ritner, Byers & Co, struction of dam 


the removal of a building on section No. 36: of the 
at Duncan’s Island, 10,462 10 | above sum of $76,375 71—$21,171 52 have been paid 
Damages paid, - . 3,829 00 | on balances and retained per centage due upon work 
Engineering expenses, &c., 1,970 06 | done prior to the 2ist December, 1830, and remained _ 
-—— unpaid for want of funds. It has not been deemed ne- 
$19,535 16 } cessary to detail in my tabular statement to whom the 
Vor. FX. 13 
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money has been paid. The account has been settled at | The amount expended on this part of the line is as 


the auditing department. 

By authority of the second section of the act of 21st 
March last, the remainder of the work on this line, be- 
ing eight miles and seventy-one hundredths in length, 
was allotted for execution on the 18th of May last, and 
contracts immediately entered into for the prompt and 
vigorous prosecution of the same, with the view of the 
entire completion of the whole line before the first of 
December, 1831. However vain and improbable this 
measure might have been generally considered, from the 
magnitude of some part of the work, the advanced state of 
the season and consequent shortness of time allotted for 
its execution, together with the unexampled amount of 
work offered to contractors in this and the neighbouring 
states, yet am I strengthened in the belief that this de- 
sirable issue would have been effected, had not other 
unexpected and insuperable obstacles intervened. One 
of the most prominent features on this line is the large 
aqueduct over the Swatara river, having a superstruc- 
ture of three hundred feet in length, supported by 
four piers and two abutments. Connected with this, 
and resting upon the same piers, is a travelling bridge, 
twenty feetin width. The whole work, when finished, 
will contain more than three thousand five hundred 
perches of masonry. The contractors entered upon 
their labours with a promptitude and energy which 
gave earnest expectation of the accomplishment of 
this work within the period specified. The difficulty 
and even impossibility in procuring the necessary tim- 
ber in season, the alteration in the plan after a part of 
the work had been done, the continued and unusual 
high waters during the summer which prevented the 
foundations of the piers from being laid, and the se- 
vere sickness which prevailed among the workmen 
employed upon it during the latter part of the sum- 
mer and through the autumnal months, completely 
paralyzed theim utmost efforts, and disappointed the 


confident hopes of success entertained in the com- | 


mencement of the work. The abutments are nearly 
completed, the foundations of two piers have been 
laid, and much of the framing of the superstructure is 
done. The foundations of the other piers will be laid 
during the winter, and all the materials prepared to 
make an efficient spring attack, and with unqualified 
confidence I assert that the water may be passed 
through in June next. 

The pit of lock No. 6, has been excavated, and the 
foundation will be put down immediately. A great 
part of the materials for this lock are upon the ground, 
and the remainders will be delivered during the winter, 
so that this work-can be completed in six weeks after 
the weather in the spring will admit of masonry being 
done. So much of the stone work of lock No. 7 has 
been laid, that it can be completed in two weeks after 
the mild weather opens. The contractors for building 
the outlet locks at Columbia, are steadily progressing 
with their work, and give assurance that the fulfilment 
of their contract will be made before the first of July 
next. No delay to the navigation will result from the 
incompletion of these locks, contemporary with the 
completion of the other work. The masonry of most of 
the road and farm bridges is done, and the rest (the 
whole being built of dry rubble work) can be put up 
through the winter. Six sections have been completed, 
and seven others can be finished in two or three weeks. 
The very wet season, and great sickliness of the line, 
with the scarcity of labourers, have severely resulted to 
the disadvantage of contractors, and retarded their op- 
erations. A full and active force will be engaged 
henceforth, and the completion of every section ensu- 
red before the first of April next. Section No. 12, on 
which no estimate has yet been made, and sections Nos. 
8, 11 and 15, which were deserted by the original con- 
tractors, are now in the hands of steady and enterpri- 
sing men, who will prosecute them to completion within 
the shortest practicable period. 





| follows: 
Paid on Sections, $22,312 44 
“© Mechanical work, 12,831 00 
‘s Fencing, 295 00 
‘* Engineering, &c. 2,053 54 
$37,491 98 
Amount from damage and repair fund, ex- 

pended in the payment of damage con- 
tracts, 137 50 
Whole amount expended on the line, $37,628 98 


The estimated amount which will be required to com- 
plete the eight miles and 71 hundredths, agreeably to 


the report of the engineer, will be, on work con- 
tracted for: 

















On Sections, $21,887 29 

Per centage retained, 3,911 62 
25,798 91 

Mechanical work, 55,131 25 

Per centage retained, 2,315 17 
—- 57,446 42 
$83,245 33 

To this add contingencies, and amount of 

work estimated, not under contract, 14,983 25 
$98,228 58 


Abstract of moneys paid during the present year, up 
to the 25th November, upon the 10 miles of canal of the 
old part of the line, as per table A, to wit: 











On Sections, $19,563 91 
Locks, 5,899 01 
Aqueducts, 14,875 06 
Bridges and waste-wier, 2,042 17 
Lock houses, 358 00 
| Fencing, 363 81 
Miscellaneous, 9,974 04 
Engineering, 2,128 19 
$55,204 19 
In addition to the above disbursements, 
the further sum of $21,171 52 was paid 
upon balances and retained per cen- 
tage upon final estimates of the former 
year, 21,171 52 
$76,375 71 


| List of damage cases settled on offers of the board 
| made and accepted, from the 25th Nov. 1830, to the 
25th Nov. 1831, by John Barber, superintendent of 
eastern division, Pennsylvania canal: 


John Wanner, $150 
Matthias Flaurs’ heirs, 120 
Christian Kaufman, 50 
Evan Green, 100 


List of damage cases settled upon award of apprais- 
ers appointed in conformity with the sixth section of the 
act of 6th April, 1830: 


Robert Clark, $2100 
James Forster, 143 
Christiana Eagle, 158 
P. Wenrich’s heirs, 120 
Mich’l. Kapp’s heirs, 156 
Hise & Lauman, 55 
John Lindemuth, 181 
Jacob Updegrove, 233 


For more detailed information you are referred to 


the tabular statements, and to the report of the engi- - 


neer attached hereto. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 
JOHN BARBER, 
Superintendent. 
Canal Office, Eastern at 
Nov. 25, 1831, 





















I, 


yeaa 
ain heres 


ae 


ahs: 


es 
coe 
eu 


wah, 


Mn 2 ‘ Ie 


1832.} 


PENNSYLVANIA CANAL. 99 


27500 OOOOoOOoqoq®q*O~<S<S<S<S$maoOooo 


Reront or A. B. Wanrorp, ENGINEER. 


Eastern Division Penn’a. Canal, 
Nov. 24, 1831. 


To Joun Barner, Esa. 
Superintendent Eustern Division Penn’a. Canal. 


Sin—That part of the eastern division of the Penn- 
sylvanig canal, extending from Clark’s ferry to Middle- 
town, has been, since it came under my direction, and 
as I have been credibly informed, was, from the 22d of 
March to that period, in navigable order. But few re- 
pairs are required on this part of the division, except at 
the bridge across the Susquehanna river at Clark’s fer- 
ry, which will require extensive repairs to render it a 
substantial and permanent work. It is believed, how- 
ever, that by the repairs now in progress, it will be 
straightened and strengthened to such an extent, that it 
will answer the intended purpose for a considerable 
time, at an expenditure not exceeding three thousand 
five hundred dollars. The work upon the remainder 
of the division, and particularly that part which was 
placed under contract the present year, has not pro- 
gressed with as much rapidity as was desirable; and 
less has been done than was confidently anticipated in 
the early part of the season. Many causes have com- 
bined to retard the progress of the work. The scarcity 
of laborers, together with a very sickly season, by rea- 
son of which the effective force of what men could be 
procured was diminished, has had, in no small degree, 
a retarding influence upon the works. An unusually 
wet season, and consequent high water, has been the 
means of limiting the efforts of some contractors, and 
has in some degree operated to the disadvantage of all. 
Section No. 1, hasbeen reported completed. Sections 
7, 16, 17, 18 and 19, have been completed since the 
last estimate. Sections 4, 5, 8, 20, 21,C, B and A, 
may be completed in three weeks. The remainder of 
the sections, together with the bridges, culverts, waste- 
weirs and water-ways, will be completed early in the 
spring; and the locks, aqueduct, and every other part of 

e work connected with the eastern division, may be 
so far completed that the water may be admittéd in 
June next. That part of the eastern division, which 
was placed under contract in pursuance of the act of the 
21st of March last, is 871.100 miles in length, and the 
works connected with it of the following dimensions: 
The aqueduct across the Swatara is 300 feet long and 
18 feet wide. Locks No. 6 and7, are each 8 feet lift, 
and 90 by 17 fectin the chamber. The outlet locks at 
Columbia are each 10 feet lift, and 100 by 174 feet in 
the chamber. The road bridges are 20 feet wide, and 
48 feet in length, except the one at Walnut street in 
Marietta, which will be in length 76 feet. The farm 
bridges are 12 feet wide, and 48 feet long, except those 
on sections 10, 12, and C, which are 50 feetlong. The 
towing path bridge at Middletown is‘57 feet long and 10 
feet wide. Culvert on section 15, 4 feet span; waste- 
wiers 60 feet long, and water-ways 8 feet wide. This 
part of the division is estimated to cost $133,804 52, as 
will appear in detail by referring to the accompanying es- 
timate. This amount exceeds the cost, as reported by 
Mr. Gay, $18,763 46; but if the cost of the outlet locks 
at Columbia be deducted, which appears not to have 
been contemplated in that report, it will be found to 
fall within his estimate. The amount of work estima- 
ted to have been done, on the 15th inst. was $41,992 03, 
which left the value of the work remaining to be done, 
$91,812 49; to which, if there is added $23,718 02, the 
amount estimated to complete the work authorized pri- 
orto the 21st of March last, it will make $115,530 50, 
the total amount eoymet to complete the eastern divi- 
sion, and is believed to be sufficiently large to meet 
every exigency. 

Included in the estimated cost of the aqueduct over 
the Swatara, is $7200 for altering the plan, after the 
bree were put under contract. This was done from 

¢ belief that the work, if executed agreeably to the 





plan then proposed, would be insufficient to sustain the 
necessary weight of water, and with a view to give it 
that stability which the structure required. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
A. B. WARFORD, Engineer. 


ESTIMATE OF THE COST OF WORK. 


| Estimated cost of that part of the eastern division of 


the Pennsylvania canal, authorized by the act of 21st 
March, 1831, 


Seclions. 


No. 1.—Daniel Dougherty, contractor, $1001 44 
No. 2.—Peacock and Miller, contractors, 1020 52 
No. 3.—Peacock and Miller, contractors, 1556 60 
No. 4.—Bernard Fitzsimmons, contractor, 1715 52 
No. 5.—John Darning, contractor, 1719 44 
No. 6.—Neal and Hughes, contractors, 877 77 
No. 7.—John Kelley, contractor, 1923 50 


No. 8.—Lathrop, Wilber & ‘reat, contractors, 626 31 


No. 9.—Jeremiah Kirk, contractor, 1615 48 
No. 10.—John C. Lessig, contractor, 993 20 
No. 11.—John Murry, contractor, 1377 61 
No. 12.—James Eagan, contractor, 1417 25 


No. 13.—Lathrop, Wilber & Treat, contractors, 1958 05 

No. 14.—M‘Lean and Harkins, contractors, 2728 95 
No. 15.—Edward Milligan, contractor, includ- 
ing work estimated to Edward 

' Fabrigue, contractor, 2482 16 

No. 16.—John and Felix Murry, contractors, 2070 04 

No. 17.—John and Felix Murry, contractors, 1087 28 
No. 18.—Eagan, Dougherty & Hopkins, con- 


tractors, 2047 90 
No. 19.—George Blattenberger, contractor, 3378 29 
No. 20.—John Dougherty, contractor, 1831 00 
No. 21.—Michael Burke, contractor, 6849 30 
C.—Jeremiah Kirk, contractor, 1947 82 
B.—Patrick Carson, contractor, 3999 84 
A —Herman Sutton, contractor, 2785 78 
Lock No.7.—Ehle and Hodge, contractors, 6839 00 
No. 6.—Ehle and Hodge, contractors, 6627 50 
Outlet Lock at Columbia. —Guilford, M‘Cul- 
lough & Anderson, contractors, 20,023 25 
Culvert on Section 13.—Not undercontract, 456 25 
Aqueduct at Swatara.—John and Nathaniel 
Evans, contractors, 19,770 00 
Road Bridge, No. 1.—A. P. and C. Provest, 
contractors, 492 00 
No. 2.—A. P. and C. Provest, 
contractors, 574 60 
No. 3.—Harris and Fleury,con- 
tractors, 659 50 
No. 4.—Contract forfeited, 629 00 
Extra Bridge at Marietta. —Samuel Hopkins 
& Co., contractors, 1284 00 
Road Bridge, No. 6.—Boyer and Jenkins,con- 
tractors, 745 66 
No.7.—Boyerand Jenkins, con- 
tractors, 898 31 
Farm Bridge, No, 1.—A. P. and C. Provest, 
contractors, 626 80 
No, 2.—Harris and Fleury,con- 
tractors, 705 00 
No. 4.—Kauffelt, Herr & Co., 
contractors, 517 50 
No, 5.—Kauffelt, Herr & Co., 
constractors, 563 50 
Farm Bridge on Section No. 10.—Richard 
and Thomas English, contractors, 510 50 
Farm Bridge, No. 6.—Kauffelt, Herr & Co., 
contractors, 517 50 
Farm Bridge on Section 12.—Foreman and 
M'‘Neal, contractors, cake 542 50 
Farm Bridge, No, 7.— Wilber and Treat,con- 1 
“e — 1002 75 
No, 8.—Wilber and Treat, con- 
tractors, 500 25 
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Farm Bridge, No. 9.—Richard and Thomas 
English, contractors, 





No. 10.—Ric and Thomas 
English, contractors, 671 90 
No, 11,—Richard and Thomas 
English, contractors, 529 30 
No. 12.—John Cameron, con- 
tractor, 506 50 
No, 13.—John Cameron, con- 
tractor, 1261 00 
Farm Bridge on Section C.—Breneman and 
Crawford, contractors, 567 85 
Towing Path Bridge at Middletown, 1001 75 
Two waste-wiers, not under contract, at $375, 750 00 
Two water-ways, not under contract, at $500, 1000 00 
Houses at Locks No. 6 and 7.—Jones and 
~ Balsley, contractors, 347 00 
Houses at outlet Lock.—Not under contract, 400 00 
5020 rods fence, at $1 20, 6024 00 
Removing on Sections S and 4.—Saml. Hop- 
kins, contractor, 275 00 
Removing Building on Section No. 2,—Saml. 
Zink, contractor, 12 50 
Removing Building on Section No, 15,—Ed- 
ward Fabrigues, contractor, 50 00 
Removing Building on Section 17.—John 
White, contractor, “125 00 
Removing Building on Section 19.—Jno. B. 
Haldeman, contractor, 100 00 
Removing Building at Swatara.—John Storm, 
contractor, 70 09 
Removing Building on Section C,—Daniel 
May, contractor, 75 00 
Contingencics, 6700 00 
Total cost, $133,804 52 


Amount of work estimated to have been 


done, November 15th, 1831, 41,992 03 


$91,812 49 


Estimated cost of completing that part of the eastern 
division of the Pennsylvania canal, authorized pre- 
vious to the 21st of March, 1831. 


Puddling Section No. 35.—Robt. W. Hous- 





* Amount required to finish the work, 


ton & Co., contractors, $4937 25 
Puddling Section No. 36.—Robt. W. Hous- 

ton & Co., contractors, 7141 91 
Lock No. 1, 1000 00 
Road Bridge, No, 5.—Boyer and Jenkins, 

contractors, 508 36 
Road Bridge on Section No, 36,—Samuel 

Hopkins, contractor, _ 425 00 
Foot Bridge, 200 00 
Culvert at Haldeman’s Mill.—Alexander 

Provest & Co., 2537 50 
Houses at Locks 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 8.—Jones 

and Balsley, contractors, 1662 60 
One waste-wier, 350 09 
Six water-ways, $500 each, 3000 00 
Contingencies, 2156 00 
Amount required to complete the works, $23,718 02 


e 


REPORT ON AGRICULTURE, &c. TO THE 
LEGISLATURE. 


Mr. Drumheller, from the committee on agriculture 
and domestic manufactures made the following report, 
viz: 


The committee on sgiceiaes and domestic manufac- 
tures, to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s 
message, as relates to the culture of the vine and the 
Mulberry tree, together with the subject of encouraging 





the formation of societies for the promotion of agricul- 


741 00 | ture, and also, so much as relates to manufactures, 


REPORT: 

That they approach the subject with a deep sense of 
its importance, and aware of the necessity of caution 
and circumspection, in regard to any measure which 
may exercise an extensive and lasting influence on 
the state of society, and the social relations of life, it is 
with diffidence we offer the following suggestions. No 
community can become numerous, intelligent, prosper- 
ous, or happy, without plentiful supplies of the neces-~ 
saries and comforts of Jife, and these can only be fur- 
nished where agriculture and manufactures are in a 
flourishing condition. Hence, the prosperity of these 
sources of national wealth, is a necessary preliminary to 
all other improvements in the condition of the body of 
the people. It is therefore among the most imperative 
duties of the government, to foster and encourage them, 
by the judicious application of such means as the con- 
stitution has placed at its disposal. The extensive sys- 
tem of internal improvement in which we are now en- 
gaged, has for its primary object the increase of pro- 
ductive power; and it will readily be conceded, that it 
is the most effectual means of accomplishing the end in 
view. But while we are appropriating so many millions 
in this way, it may be worth while to consider, if there 
be not other means of promoting the same object, at 
least deserving of attention. It is certainly necessary 
that our farmers should have facilities of getting their. 
products to market, befure their power of production 
can be fully called into exercise, but it is not less neces- 
sary, that they should possess the knowledge requisite 
to direct their labor in the most profitable way. Your 
committee have no doubt that the raising of silk, and of 
the grape, if extensively introduced, would be sources 
of profit to many of our citizens, and an important ad- 
vantage to the community at large. That species of the 
mulberry on which the silk worm is fed in. Europe and 
Asia, is so well adapted to our climate, that it has be- 
come naturalized in some parts of our state, and is to 
be found growing without care or cultivation, in hedge 
rows and waste places. It is easily propagated, either 
by seed or by cuttings of the branches, so that nothing 
is wanting but information and a little attention to its 
cultivation,.to multiply it to any desirable extent. We 
have also a native species of mulberry, which is known 
to answer the purpose for feeding silk worms, whether 
as well or better than the foreign, is perhaps not yet de- 
termined. Several species of the grape are also natives 
of the country, and some varieties of the wine grape of 
Europe have been cultivated in some places to advan- 
tage, whilst others have been found too tender to stand 
the severe winters of this climate, and the question is 
yet undecided, whether foreign or native varieties of this 
delicious fruit are best adapted to general cultivation. 
There are doubtless many other articles now imported, 
which may be produced in our own country. Madder 
will grow luxuriantly in this state,and it is highly proba- 
ble that the Olive tree and the Tea plant would both 
thrive well in some of the southern states. In these 
cases,and every other in which articles are not produced, 
where it might be advantageously done, it is evident 
that want of knowledge is the principal reason for the 
deficiency. Any measure, therefore, which would dif- 
fuse among the inhabitants of our state, an increase of 
useful and practical knowledge, and promote a spirit of 
inquiry and enterprise, will cause agriculture and man- 
ufactures to improve, and promote general prosperity 
and happiness, 

Societies for the improvement of agriculture and man- 
ufactures, appear well calculated to excite emulation, 
and thus assist in perfecting the skill of the agricultural- 
ists and manufacturers. They are, therefore, useful; 
and where the citizens feel interest enough in them, to 
devote a portion of their time and attention in promo- 
ting their object, they are deserving of high commen- 
dation, But your committee do not perceive, that any 


. 
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considerable benefit would result from encouraging | such institutions; but we would earnestly recommend 
such associations by appropriations of money from the | them as proper objects of legislative are on 
Treasuary, and it is feared that much of what might be And as the consideration of the propriety of establishing 
thus obtained,would be wasted on objects of little utiJity, | a general system of education, has been referred to an- 
Schools or academies in which agriculture and the | other committee, we respectfully propose the following 
mechanic arts shall-be taught in the most improved | resolution, viz: ; 
methods, in connection with literary and scientific in-| Resolved, that the committee on education be in- 
struction, the students attending a portion of their time, | structed to enquire into the expediency of making pro- 
to the pursuits of literature and science, and another to | vision, by law, for the establishment of a competent 
manual labor, appear admirably adapted to promote our | number of academies or schools, in which agricultural 
object. In such institutions, the labor of the pupils will | and mechanical employment shall be combined with 
give strength and vigor to their constitutions, they will | literary and scientific instruction. . 
learn the most approved methods of prosecuting what- The resolution attached to the foregoing report, was 
ever branch of business they may choose to follow, | again read, considered and adopted. 
and they will naturally acquire habits of industry, that ——— 
cannot fail to be highly useful in after life. At the 


same time, they will have the opportunity of acquiring NORTHERN DISPENSARY. 

an ample store of knowledge, and the regular prosecu- Remaini d coe 9 
tion of their studies, will discipline and improve their ‘Aaniitted _ "thet te eine 639 
mental powers. This combination of intelligence, vi- mee Snes Shah Gane, 

gor of body, activity of mind, and Habitual industry, ” 648 
forms a character which is well calculated for exten- 


sive usefulness in évery situation in life, and is pre-em- 
inently calculated to promote the well being of society, 
7 increasing the power of production in all branches 
of business. Such establishments may readily be made 
the means of diffusing.a practical knowledge of all use- 
ful discoveries and improyements, and by the combina- 
tion of science, mechanical skill and practical know- 
ledge, which this system of education cannot fail to pro- 
duce, many discoveries will doubtless be made that oth- 2 


Of whom the number recovered is, 573 
Relieved, 31 
Died, 20 
Remaining under care, 24 


. 





erwise would escape notice. . The receipts anc. expenditures have been as follows: 
We are not recommending a Utopian scheme, or ad- 

vocating an untried principle. Schools have been es- — 

tablished upon this plan, and so far as they have been | Balance in Treasury last year, - $380 90 

tried, it is believed they have given an earnest of use- | Interest on Mortgages, 42 00 

fulness that will justify very sanguine expectations. | Interest on the Kensington Loan, 190 00 

The most conspicuous among these, and that which | Income on Wills’ Legacy, 270 00 

has been the longest in operation of any that is known | Contributions, 328 00 

to your committee, is that of Emanuel Fellenburg, at . 

Hofwyl, in Switzerland. It was established more than $1,210 90 

twenty years since, and is still.in successful operation; 


and from the concurrent reports of many travellers who 
have visited it, the experiment has conclusively demon- 
strated the great superiority of the system over every ae 
other that has been made known to the public. Se- | Medicines, j ; 
veral establishments have also been commenced in this | Leeching, Cupping and Bleeding, 
country on similar principles, that give flattering indica- Medical Works, aes 
tions; but there are none that have been long enough in | Stationary and Printing, 
operation, to show, by their fruits, the extent of the ad- Apothecary’s Salary, 
vantages they are calculated to confer. Balance in the Treasury, Reeds 
It is a source of much satisfaction toreflect, that while Collecting Contributions and distributing An- 
the system we recommend will give an education, much nual Report, 32 AT 
better adapted to form useful citizens, than can be ob- 
tained at our best institutions on the present plan; it $1,210 90 
will also be much less expensive. The agricultural 
school at Hofwy]l, is the property of a private individ- - 
ual, and we know not whether the labor of the scholars} In presenting the annual report of the Northern Dis- 
is sufficient to remunerate him for the expense of their | pensary, for the year 1831, the managers trust that their 
education, It is known, however, that they are fed, | fellow citizens may be renewedly induced to patron- 
clothed and instructed without any pay or profit, ex- | ize an institution so peculiarly deserving of their fos- 
cept what is derived from their labor, and we infer that | tering care. To the truly benevolent heart there can- 
the loss, if any, cannot be very considerable, otherwise | not be a more exquisite reward than that arising from 
the school would be discontinued. At the Oneida in-| the consideration, that it has ministered to the deserv- 
‘stitute, in the state of New York, according to the re-| ing poor, whilst suffering under the deprivations and 
port of the managers of that institution, the students | pains of the sick bed. However surrounded by other 
work three hours in the day, and this is found sufficient | comforts, what is life if health is taken from ar Con- 
to pay for their boarding and lodging; and some of supe- | sider the poor man and his dependent family! When 
rior skill; have paid all their expenses.—There is, | disease overtakes him, the few comforts his wages have 
therefore, little doubt, that young men from fifteen to | enabled him to dispense to his beloved partner and ten- 
twenty years of age, by working four or five hours in| der offspring, are at once taken away, and poverty in 
each day, could pay all the necessary expenses of their | prospect, is seen to add redoubled force to every pang. 
education and maintenance: so that a liberal and valua- | If he has saved a little from his hard earnings, it may all 
ble education might be placed within reach of every | be sunk in medicine and attendance. Just at this junc- 
child of the republic, with but little burthen upon the | ture, a contributor to the Dispensary may soothe his 
eommunity. We are aware it is not the province of this | harassed feelings, by the assurance that the physician 
committee to digest and propose a plan for establishing | and medicines shall be supplied without expense. His 


EXPENDITURES. 
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mental fears are thus allayed, and his physical malady 
rendered more controlable. It is needless to say more 
to our fellow citizens on the subject of this charitable 
institution; we feel assured they will not suffer it to 
languish. 

To establish it upon a permanent basis, the managers 
are satisfied a more central situation is required; and 
since they have extended its benefits to the district of 
Penn township, they are desirous to find a suitable scite 
for the erection of a building, which shall comprise 
within its walls the necessary conveniences. They 
most ardently hope that when application shall be made 
to their fellow citizens of the Northern Liberties and 
Penn township, for aid—in procuring the same, they 
will show that liberality for which they have always 
been distinguished. It will be observed that the nums 
ber of patients has been less than last year, in conse- 
quence of exemption from epidemics. 

Contributions and donations will be thankfully re- 
ceived by our Treasurer, John C. Browne, No. 334 
North Front street; at the Dispensary, No. 371 North 
Front street, S. E. corner of Green street, or by either 
of the managers. 

By order of the Board of Managers. 
GEORGE BOYD, President. 
Josrra S. Rivey, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 29, 1831. 


CENTENNARY CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTH 
OF WASHINGTON. 


The following gentlemen having been appointed a 
general committee, by a public meeting of the citizens 
of the city and county of Philadelphia, assembled to 
make arrangements fora suitable celebration of the 
centennary birth-day of GEORGE WASHINGTON, 
on the 22d of February, 1832, viz.— William. Rawle, 
Alex. M‘Caraher, Josiah Randall, Walter R. dohnson, 
Thomas M. Pettit, James Page, Thomas Cadwalader, 
Benj. Chew, jr., Kenderton Smith, George N. Baker, 
Robert A. Parrish, Richard Palmer, Benj. W. Richards, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Robert Patterson, Col. C.G Childs, 
Henry D. Gilpin, William Milnor, Jr., Charles 8S. Coxe, 
John Miles, Jacob Frick, Isaac W. Norris, Thomas H. 
Craige, James Ronaldson—a meeting of the general 
committee was held at the Mayor’s office, on Monday 
the 6th of February. The subject having been taken 


into full consideration, the following resolutions were | 


adopted: 

Resolved, That the celebration of the approaching 
anniversary shall embrace the following general arrange- 
ments— 

1, That the day be ushered in by the ringing of bells 
at sunrise, and that this ceremony be repeated at noon 
and sunset. 

2. That the citizens be earnestly requested, as far 
as practicable, to suspend business during the day, in 
order to give more effect to the celebration,and to ena- 
ble all classes to unite in it. 

3. That during the day national salutes be fired from 
the Navy Yard and by the volunteers. 

4, That all vessels in port shall be decorated with 
their flags. 


5. That there bea grand civic and military procession | 


during the day. 

Resolved, That application be made to the proper 
authorities to have the bells of the different public edi- 
fices rung during the day. 

Resolved, That application be made to the Com- 
mandant at the Navy Yard, respectfully requesting that 
a salute of one hundred heavy guns may be fired during 
the day. . 

iaibied. That application be made to the Major 
General of the Division respectfully requesting him to 
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Resolved, That the owners and masters of vessels in 
port be requested to display their flags at the mast-head 
during the day. 

Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to arrange 
a proce.sion, and that they respectfully request the par- 
ticipation therein of the society of the Cincinnati, of the 
surviving officers and soldiers of the revolution and of 
the late war, and of the officers of the army and navy 
of the United States. 

Resolved, That the committee respectfully request 
the Major General to. issue orders for a parade of the 
military of the division, so that they may co-operate in 
this celebration, and to invite the volunteers of the 
neighbouring states and cities. 

Resolved, That the committee respectfully request 
the participation in the procession of the judges of 
the courts, the mayor and corporate officers of the city 
and county, the literary, scientific and benevolent socie- 
ties, the firemen of the city and county, the members 
of the different trades, professions and public institu- 
tions, and such other societies, public bodies and citizens 
as will unite with them. 

Resolved, That the details of the arrangements be 
made known at the earliest practicable period. 

Resolved, That application be made to the Select 
and Common Councils of the city and the adjoining 
districts, for appropriations to aid in defraying the ex- 
penses of the celebration. 

Resolved, That the following persons be a committee 
with full power to carry into effect the objects of the 
preceding resolutions, viz. 


Henry D. Gilpin, Joseph R Ingersoll, 


C. G. Childs, Thomas M. Pettit, 
Benjamin Chew, jr. Alex. M‘Caraher, 
James Page, and 


John Miles, Walter R. Johnson. 

Resolved, That the general committee express their 
anxious desire, that all their fellow citizens may cordial- 
ly and efficiently unite in a celebration, which is intend- 
ed to commemorate their grateful feelings towards the 
memory of that man who was their pride when living,, 
and whose name is inseparably blended with the liber- 
ty, the glory, and the happiness of their common coun- 
try. ROBERT A. PARRISH, Chairman. 

Wit14m Mityor, Jr. Secretary. 

















TESTIMONIALS OF RESPECT. 


At a meeting of the members of the Bar of Philadel- 
phia, held at the Law Library, on the 20th of Decem- 
ber, 1831, Charles Chauncey, Esq., Chairman, T, I. 
Wharton, Secretary,— - 

Mr. Sergeant proposed the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the Bar is desirous to express their 
respect and regard for their venerable associate WIL- 
LIAM RAWLE, Esq., and preserve a likeness of one 
who has contributed so much to do honour to the pro- 
fession. 

Resolved, That a committee be now appointed to 
signify to Mr. Rawle the wishes of the Bar in this re- 
spect, and to engage a suitable artist for the purpose. 

The following committee were then appointed: 

Mr. Sergeant, 
Chauncey, 
J. R. Ingersoll, 
T. J. Wharton, 
W. M. Meredith. 
CHARLES CHAUNCEY, Chairman. 
T. J. Wuarrtoy, Secretary. 


In consequence of the foregoing resolution, the 
committee addressed a letter to Mr. Rawle, a copy of 
which is subjoined, together with Mr. Rawle’s reply: 


issue orders to have corresponding salutes fired during | Dean Sin,—The members of the Bar of Philadel- 
P 


the day. 


hia, “desirous to express their respect and regard for 
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their venerable associate, Wittram Rawtr, Esq., and It would afford us unmingled pleasure to be thus in- 
to preserve a likeness of one who has contributed so | strumental in conveying to you a tribute of affection 
much to do honour to the profession,” have appointed and respect, so sincerely offered and so justly merited, 
us a committee to request that you will do them the fa- , were it not unavoidably accompanied with the painful 
vour to sit for a portrait, to be painted by an eminent | feeling that our intercourse with you as an officer is now 


artist, and fixed in such place as the Bar may direct. 


| to cease. —During the long period of your service, we 


We have great pleasure in performing the duty thus | have experienced the most unwearying kindness, joined 


assigned to us. To be the organ of an expression of 
regard and respect, so well deserved, is indeed pecu- 
liarly gratifying. 

On behalf of the Bar, therefore, we request that you 
will be good enough to name an early day for the pur- 
pose expressed in their resolution. 

Weare, very truly and respectfully, your friends and 
servants, 

JOHN SERGEANT, 
CHARLES CHAUNCEY, 
J. R. INGERSOLL, 
T. J. WHARTON, 
W. M. MEREDITH. 
To Wittram Raw ez, Esq. 
December 21, 1831. 


. ANSWER. 

GenTLEMEN,—It is difficult for me to find language 
adequate to express the sense I feel of a compliment so 
unexpected, so unmerited, as that which, through you, 
I have received from my professional brethren. 

To be thus honoured is a distinction so highly flatter- 
ing as to preclude the hesitation of a moment in com- 
plying with the request, and it only remains for you to 
designate the artist to be employed. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest respect, 
your affectionate and obedient servant; 

W. RAWLE. 
To John Sergeant, Charles Chauncey, Joseph R. In- 
gersoll, Thomas I, Wharton, William M. Meredith, 

Esquires. 


We understand, that Mr. Inman, the artist employed, 


with the strictest integrity and accuracy, in the perform- 
ance of your duties, so that the attachment founded up- 
on your affectionate solicitude at all times to assist and to 
serve us, was exalted and strengthened by the firm 
conviction that every trust belonging to your office was 
faithfully, accurately and conscientiously fulfilled. We 
still remember the proud satisfaction with which, as 
members of the Bar of Pennsylvania, we heard, upon a 
memorable occasion, the office of Clerk of the Penn- 
sylvania District held up at Washington as an example 
of official purity and exactness. 


Under the influence of these recollections, our best 
wishes go with you into your retirement, mingled with 
our regrets at parting with one so much respected and 
esteemed. 

J. SERGEANT, 

C. WHEELER, 

J. R. INGERSOLL, 
J. C. BIDDLE, 

W. M. MEREDITH. 


To Messrs. Sergeant, Wheeler, J. R. Ingersoll, J. C, 
Biddle and W. M. Meredith, committee. 


GenTLEMEN—I want words to express the deep sen- 
sibility with which I have this day received the resolu- 
tions of the Bar of Philadelphia, passed on the twentieth 
instant; and I shall’not attempt it. I will only say, and 
I do it with pride and pleasure, that the harmony of an 
official intercourse of more than forty years with that 
Bar, and the fathers of many of its present members, 
has not been interrupted in a single instance, by any 
act or expression of unkindness or disrespect—and that 


has most successfully accomplished the object desired | this new testimony of courtesy and kindness, received 


by the Bar, 


At a meeting of the members of the Bar at Philadel- 
phia, held at the Law Library on the 20th of Decem- 
ber 1831, Charles Chauncey, Chairman, T. I. Wharton, 
Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Wheeler, seconded by Mr. Sergeant, 
it was unanimously 

Resolved, that the members of this Bar entertain a 

ful sense of their obligations to Mr. Davip Caxp- 


WELL, late Clerk of the Circuit and District Courts of 


the United States, for his uniform kindness and atten- 
tion to them, and are desirous of bearing testimony to 
the remarkable correctness and integrity with which 
the duties of his office have been discharged. 

Resolved, that a piece of plate be presented to Mr. 
CaLpweE Lt, in the name of the Bar of Philadelphia, asa 
memorial of their friendship and respect for him. 


The following gentlemen were appointed a commit-- 


tee to carry the resolution into effect. 

Mr. Sergeant, 
Wheeler, 
J. R. Ingersoll, 
Jas. ©. Biddle, 
W. M. Meredith, 

CH. CHAUNCEY, Chairman. 
T. Il. Waarrow, Secretary. 


The following is the correspondence which followed, 
between the committee and Mr. Caldwell:— 

Dean S1n:—We have been appointed by the Bar, at 
a meeting held on the 20th inst. to communicate to you 
a resolution o- have unanimously adopted, and also 
to carry into effect the intentions expressed by their 
vote, Of thisresolution we now enclose a copy. 


with gratitude as it was offered with urbanity, will be 
cherished through my few remaining years, as a most 
gratifying, yet too partial reward for the services to 
which it refers. 

Accept, gentlemen, for yourselves, individually, and 
for the very distinguished and greatly respected body 
| whom you represent, my ardent wishes for your con- 
| tinued prosperity here and for your future happiness. 


D. CALDWELL. 





Philadelphia, 23d Dec. 1831. 





| The Bar of Philadelphia have presented to David 
| Caldwell, Esq., a silver pitcher and stand, of the value 
| of one hundred and fifty dollars. The articles are from 
the manufactory of Mr. Thomas Fletcher, Chesnut 
street; the pitcher is a beautiful piece of workmanship, 
worthy of that gentleman’s high reputation as an artist, 
Every one who has any direct knowledge, or has heard 
of Mr. Caldwell, must acknowledge that this tribute of 
esteem is well merited. We annex a copy of the just 
inscription on the pitcher. 


** PRESENTED BY THE BarR-OF PHILADELPHIA TO 
DAVID CALDWELL, ESQ. 


Late Clerk of the United States’ Courts for the Penn- 
sylvania District, in testimony of their great re- 
spect and regard, and of their sense of the uni- 
form courtesy, kindness and fidelity, 
which eminently characterized his 
conduct as an officer and a gen- 
tleman, in their intercourse 
with him. January, 

1832.” 
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CANAL TOLLS—BREAKING UP OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. (Fanrvarr 
TABLE OF THE, RATES OF TOLL ON THE iain 
DELAWARE AND HUDSON CANAL. 3 ‘ ’ P 
es Shingles in rafts—Pine, 310 816 
The first column shows the Rates, where the Rules Hemlock, 810 810 
and mepeetanees complied with: the second, the le- Manufactures of wood, per ton per 
gal To , mile, 212 4 
Iron Castings, 3 4 
ARTICLES, CTs. CTs. Common brick and Stone Lime, Iron 
Gypsyn, per ton per mile 11-2 4 Ore and Sand, 1 4° 
Salt, fd - : 212 4 Fire brick, Fire Stone and Coal, 112 4 
Flour, meal, grain, salted provisions, pot . | Marble and Mill Stones, and all manu- 
and pearl ashes, 2 4 factured Stone, — 3 4 
Cement, 312°4 Posts and Rails, and Lath in boats, I112 4 
Ground tanner’s bark, 2 4 do. do. in rafts, 3 4 
Unground do. do. 112 4 Hoop poles, 1,194 
Molasses, and liquors, 3 4 do. do. split or shaved, 2 4 
Hay in bundles pressed, 1 4 Cotton in bales or bags, 3 4 
Merchandize, 3 4 Iron'up the canal, 3 4 
Timber in Boats—Hemlock—per 100 Do. down the canal, 2 4 
cubic feet, per mile, 1 4 Cord wood in boats, from 1 to 10 miles 
but not to exceed 75 percord, permile, 4 4 
cents, for any dis- 11 miles, 45 44 
ance on canal. and for every addi- 
ss Pine—per 100 cubic tional mile, one 
feet, per mile, 1323 4 cent per cord, un- 
but not to exceed $1 til the toll amounts 
for any distance on to'50 cents—and a 
canal. . half cent per cord 
“ Oak—per 100 cubic per mile, for eve- 
feet, per mile, 2 4 ry additional mile 
but not to exceed above 18 miles, un- 
$1,50 for any dis- til the toll amounts 
tance on canal. to 60 cents per 
“ Maple, Cherry, and cord, and for every 
Whitewood, per 100 five miles thereaf- 
cubic feet per mile, 3 4 ter, one cent per 
but not to exceed $3 S cord : 
for any distance on Articles not enumerated going from 
— saan s. 
Py a oa ware ow e water, 2 4 
= eet eile ? 9 4 Pleasure boats, on the capacity of the 
« Pine, 3 4 ao te 4 4 
“ Oak, 4 4 Milage on boats loaded or erhpty, to- 
o - Maple, Cherry, and wards tide water, two cents 
Whitewood, 4 4 per mile—-from tide water, 
four cents per mile on the 
Boards, Planks, and Scantling in Boats. boat. Dundaff Republican. 
Hemlock, per 1000 feet board measure ————— 
er mile, 1 4 # 
ae not to exceed 75 cents on Cotumsra, Thursday, Feb. 9, 1852. 
any distance of the canal. BReEaKING UP or Tar Susquesanna.—The rains of 
Pine, per 1000 feet board measure, per the 3d and 4th inst. caused the Susquehanna so to swell, 
mile, 11-2 4 that about 6 o’clock on the evening of the latter day, 
but not to exceed $1 for any (Saturday,) the ice commenced moving with a great 
distance on canal, crash. The rapidity with which the water rose, soon 
Oak, per 1000 feet board measure, per created fears for the bridge and the property at stake 
mile,— 2 4 along the river bank. Immediate measures were taken 
but not to exceed $1,50 forany for the removal of the flour, whiskey, &c. in danger, 
distance on canal. which were successful; and we believe eve thing 
Maple, Cherry, and Whitewood, per moveable, that was liable to destruction, was placed in 
1000 ‘feet board measure, per safety, with the exception of the lumber. Great crowds 
mile, 3 4 were attracted to the bridge in the early part of the 
but not to exceed $3 for any evening, and from the constant noise made by the ice 
distance on canal. pressing against it, more resembling a discharge of mus- 
—_ Scantling i ketry than any thing we can liken it to; the opinion pre- 
Renee Meties Ae vailed that the whole of the bridge from the Wrights. 
Hemlock, per 1000 feet board measure, ville side to the big island, was being sweptaway. At 
per mile, 2 4 this period the most painful anxiety was manifest; the 
Pine, 3 4 darkness of the night was a barrier to the sight, while it 
Oak, : 4 4 was unsafe to enter the bridge for the purpose of grati- 
Maple, Cherry, and Whitewood, 4 4 | fying curiosity, About 11 o’clock, the ice had stopped 
Staves and heading in boats, per ton | running, being damned below, anda number of persons 
per mile, 11-2 4 from Wrightsville came over and reported that no part 
in rafts, 3 4 of the bridge had gone, except the lower side of a span 
Shingles,in boats, per 1000 per mile, | in about the centre, and that the sound which had crea- 
Pine, 410 810 | ted so much uneasiness, was caused by the ripping off 
Hemlock, 310 8 10 | of someof the weather-boarding. This allayed a great 


1832.) 


_FRESHETS. 


105 


a 


deal of fear, and confidence again prevailed in the sta- 
bility of this noble structure. 

At 12 o’clock, however, the ice made another push, 
and at a quarter past, 5 span or 540 feet of the bridge 
were taken from the piers witha crash that went to the 
heart of every listener. Shortly after the ice again jam- 
med and stopped, and so continued until about half 
past 10 on Sunday morning, when it moved and took 
with it 2 span or 210 feet of the bridge near the Wrights- 
ville side. 

Before we go further, it will be necessary to state, as 
explanatory of the unusual height of the water at this 
place, that at the breaking up of the river three weeks 
since, the ice was unable to force its passage through 
the narrow places below—consequently all that had 
come down for the distance of more than 200 miles, 
had crowded into a space of about 12 miles in length, 
forming a dam in some places 69 feet above low water 
mark, and extending to the bottom. The difficulty of the 
water finding its way through sucha mass of ice, may 
easily be imagined. It js said that four miles down, it 
never started during all the time it was running here. 
Aside from this cause, there was not water enough 
in the river to occasion any injury or excite any alarm 

On Tuesday was the greatest rise. On that day, 
about 11 o’clock in the morning, the ice made another 
shove; at this time the water rose two feet higher than 
it had previously been—9 span or about 1000 feet of 
the bridge were carried away near the Wrightsville 
shore; many of the board piles in the lumber yards on 
this side were upset; and the two shore-houses of 
Mr. C. Haldeman were considerably injured. At 1 
o’clock the river had become clear of ice opposite this 
place, and it continues so at this time, having fallen to 
nearly its natural height. Above the bridge there is 
some ice, and below us the dam remains unbroken. 

Two stables belonging to Mr. T. Winnemore were 
taken off; the frame work of the saw-mill just above the 
bridge, erecting by Messrs. Forrey, M’Kissick and 
Heise, was borne away; the saw-mill owned by Mr. Ja- 
cob Strickler, and improved by Mr. T. Collins, was 
moved off by the force of the ice, and the store-house 
belonging to Mr. Strickler, was also taken from its 
foundation. 

The whole length of the bridge at this place, was 
5690 feet; about one-third of it is gone, and the remain- 
der is more or less injured in different places. It was 
comnienced in 1812, and made passable in the fall of 
1814; and we learn that this is the first injury it ever 
sustained from the ice. The cost was about $232,000. 
We have not understood what course the directors have 
concluded to adopt, but their well known enterprise 
and ability lead to the belief that the most efficient 
measures will be resorted to, for promptly repairing the 
injury sustained. ) 

The damage done to this building is not to be regarded 
merely in a local point of view—the loss is a public one. 
The great southern and eastern mails were carried on 
this route, and four stages, two from Philadelphia, and 
two from Baltimore, passed over the bridge daily. 

There is reason to believe, that the injury sustained 
by the public works is very light—one side of the east 
end of the bridge at the head of the canal basin, was 
undermined and the wood work is in areclining situation; 
the small bridge over Shawnee run was raised from its 
foundation, but otherwise is not much damaged. The 
outer wall of the canal between this and Marietta, with- 
stood the pressure in a manner which speaks volumes 
in its favor. In our next, we shall be able to be more 


cular. 

The early stage from Baltimore had just reached this 
end of the bridge on Saturday evening, as the ice com- 
menced moving. The passengers in the late stage pass- 
ed the night in Wrightsville. Both stages from Phila- 
delphia arrived here too late to cross the bridge with 
safety. On Sunday ing, Col. Jefferies, agent for 
the — owners, employe — to take the great 
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mail over. They went on the bridge till_they came to 
the opening, thence on the ice till they again reached 
the bridge. They succeeded in taking it to Wrights- 
ville in safety; on returning, however, they were in 
great danger; the ice started while they were onit, and 
it was with some difficulty that they reached the bridge. 
The feelings of the spectators who were witnesses to 
this from the shore, may be imagined, but cannot be 
described. 

The water on Tuesday wasabout 19 feet above low 
water mark, and 30 inches higher than it was at the 
break in January, 1813. Its height was about the same 
as in 1784. Tradition speaks ofa high flood in 1740, which 
far exceeded that of ’84—and inferring that no interme- 
diate flood was higher than that of the latter year, it fol- 
lows that the water reached a greater altitude on the 7th 
inst.than it had done for 92 years.—Columbia Spy. 





At Marietta, the river was very high, and at one time 
considerable lumber and whiskey were afloat; we learn, 
however, that it will pretty much be saved. ‘the build. 
ing occupied by Rees Hipple, as a dwelling, formerly a 
still-house, was swept from its foundation. From Sunday 
morning till Wednesday, the turnpike between Marietta 
and this place was impassable, and travellers had to take 
the old road. In the public house, kept by Col. Kelly, 
called the half-way house, the water was 15 inches on 
the first floor on Tuesday forenoon.—ZJd. 





It is feared that our neighbours of Washington, three 
miles below, have suffered severely. All Front street 
was inundated, and store-houses, stables, &c. were 
thrown into confusion. We have not heard partic- 
ulars.—Jo. . 





WIituramsponrt, Feb, 8. 


On Saturday evening last, the ice in the West Branch 
which had been formed since the late freshet, took its 
departure for the Chesapeake Bay. The river was ex- 
ceedingly high, and it passed off smoothly, doing but 
little injury as we have yet learned. An incident, how- 
ever, occurred, which is we think without a parallel in 
the history of ice freshets upon the Susquehanna. About 
dark, on Saturday evening, Mr. Joseph Bailey, of the 
island opposite Jersey Shore, in endeavouring to secure 
a flat boat, which lay near the lower end of the island, 
exposed to the loose ice, ventured into it, and at that 
moment a large quantity of ice came in contact with the 
boat, broke the rope by which it was fastened, and 
drove it past the point of the island. The river being 
entirely covered with floating ice, his lamentable cries 
for assistance were in vain~no human power could res- 
cue him from his perilous situation. About midnight, 
several citizens of Jersey Shore arrived at this borough 
and gave the alarm. A light was placed upon the bank 
of the river to attract his attention, and in a few minutes 
he passed by, without the least possibility of saving 
him. He informed us that he was almost perishing 
with cold and fatigue, and that he was not able to escape 
from the ice with which he at first started. - All hope of 
saving him except at the bridget was now abandoned— 
and an express sent on to Milton to make preparations. 
He passed over the race ground rapids, and through the 
breach of the Muncy dam before day light! and arrived 
at Milton about nine o’clock in the morning, after a voy- 
age of near fifty miles. The spirited citizens of Milton, 
whose conduct upon this occasion is deserving of the 
highest praise, had every means prepared to save the 
life of a fellow being, which ingenuity couldinvent, and 
itis with unbounded pleasure we state that they were 
successfiil. He was drawn up by a rope suspended 
from the bridge, amid the shouts of the assembled mul- 
titude. : 

Who can imagine the feelings of his relations and 
friends during his absence, particularly of his bosom 
companion, and aged mother’? Ten thousand deaths 
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106 DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT ON TOWN LOTS. 


(Ferncarr 








would have been more tolerable, than the agonizing | slitting-mills, rolling-mills, hemp-mills, oil-mills, snuff- 
state of uncertainty which involved his fate. Tongue | mills, paper-mills and powder-mills: all furnaces for- 
cannot describe the feelings which were excited in our | ges, bloomeries, distilleries, sugar-houses, malt-houses, 
own borough, where none were bound to him by the oot breweries, tan yards, and ferries, &c.” are made taxa- 
dearing ties of conjugal affection or.maternal love.— | ble, and for that purpose the assessors are required to 
Lycoming Gazelle. make out an account of the same: after which they are 
to call to their aid the assistant assessors, and with them 

Lewistown, Feb. 9. | to value all these things according to the best of their 
Owing to the weather moderating and heavy rains, | knowledge, for what they may think they would bona 
last week, the Juniata rose two feet higher than it had | fide sell for in ready money. The terms employed in 
previously been this winter. On Saturday the ice mo-| this section of this act are sufficiently comprehensive 
ved off without doing any serious injury to the public | and explicit to embrace unseated and unimproved town 
works. This is the second ice flood we have had this lots, or any other lotsof ground. The terms ‘‘ all lands,” 
winter, and from the little damage done to the canal, /are amply sufficient to designate and include whatever 
we infer that_ its banks are becoming too firm to suffer | wi!l in law. come properly under the denomination of 
much injury from tommon causes.—Lagle. ** Jund,”? which in law is aterm of very comprehensive 
signification. And although the legislature have gone 
Kirranxine, Jan.25. | on further to enumerate specifically, ‘‘houses and lots 

Tue Icz Froon.—We are sorry to learn that the | of ground, ground rents, all grist-mills, &c.” yet I do 
Bridge across Redbank creek, on the Olean road, and ! not think it was done with a view to exclude any thing 
the Bridge across the mouth of Crooked creek, at Judge | that came in properly under the denomination of 
Ross’s mill, were entirely swept away last weck, by the | ‘* lands,” the term before used, but rather consider it 
sudden rising of the creeks and the breaking up of the | done for the purpose of amplifying and enlarging the 
immense body of ice on them.—We also learn, that | list of taxable articles, than of limiting and restricting it- 
much damage has been done by the flood, in carrying | The various articles of property made taxable by this 
away mill dams, fences, &c. in different sections of the | act, are to be valued according to what they, in the es- 








county. 


DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT. 
TAX ON TOWN LOTS, 


Given by Juslice Kennedy. 
OPINION. 


Hugh M’Clelland, pl’tff. in error. (Writ of error to the 


ie court of common 
o. MP pleas of Venango 
Alex’r. M’Calmont, def. in error. county. 


This was an action of ejectment in which the plaintiff 
in error claimed to recover the possession of a lot of 
ground situate in the town of Franklin, in Venango 
county, which had been vacant or unseated, and during 
that time had been assessed with taxes, and they not 
having been paid, was suld as unseated lands are direct- 
ed to be under the laws of the state. The defendant, 
at the sale became the purchaser of the lot in question, 
paid the purchase money, and obtained a deed of con- 
veyance for it from the treasurer of the county. 

A case was agreed on and stated by the parties, for 
the opinion of the court below, subject to a writ of er- 
ror to be sued out by either. From the case stated, it 
appeared that the plaintiff was the owner of the lot be- 
fore and at the time of the sale; that prior to that time 
it had never been enclosed or improved, or settled on in 
any way—that it had been duly assessed with taxes 
which remained unpaid, and that it was sold as unseated 
lands are directed to be sold by the laws of the state, 
for taxes due and in arrear upon them, and that the de- 
fendant became the purchaser as is stated above. 

The only question made and urged, was, whether an 
unimproved and unseated town lot of ground could be 
lawfully assessed with taxes and sold as unseated lands 
are directed to be sold for the non-payment of taxes as- 
sessedupon them. | 

The court below, decided that it could, and gave 
judgment for the defendant. 

Unless such property be taxable, it follows as a mat- 
ter of course, that no sale could be lawfully made of it 
for taxes: It therefore becomes necessary to enquire 
first, whether it be the subject of taxation by law or not. 

By the 8th section of the act of Assembly of the 11th 
of April 1799, entitled, ‘‘an act to raise and collect 
county rates and levies,” all lands held by patent, war- 
rant, location or improvement; hduses and lots of ground, 
and ground rents; all grist-mills, saw-mills, fulling-mills, 


timation of the assessors, would sell for bona fide in 
ready money, and not according to their annual value: 
which shows that the legislature intended that proper- 
ty which might be of no annual value, such for instance, 
as unimproved and unseated lands, whether consisting 
of whole surveys or tracts, or oflotsor town lots, should 
be valued and assessed as well as that which was pro- 
ductive of annual profit. For if this had not been their 
intention, would not the annual value or profit of real 
| estate have been a more equitable and reasonable 
standard, by which to have ascertained the amount of 
| the taxes to be paid by the owners? It would seem to 
have been the design of the legislature to assess and — 
tax all property, from which money could be raised by 
a sale of it. Unseated town lots may be sold, and mo- 
ney sometimes raised in this way upon them more rea- 
dily than by a sale of improved lots, where some regard 
is to be had to the cost ofthem. Besides, as an article 





more valuable than the most of the unseated tracts of 
land in the same county; which are admitted to be the 
legitimate subjects of taxation, and are expressly made 
so by the act of Assembly of the 3d of April 1804. The 
act of the 28th of March, 1814, which has been refer- 
red to and relied on by the counsel} for the plaintiff in 
error, to show that vacant or unseated lots or pieces of 
ground cannot be sold for taxes, is framed and predi- 
cated upon the very basis of the lots therein referred to, 
having been regularly, that is, lawfully assessed, but 
the owners could not be found to pay them, or when 
found, denied their ownership. ll this appears in the 
preamble of the act. It cannot be supposed that the 
legislature had any tender feeling of regard for, or dis- 
position to indulge the owners of vacant or unseated 
town lots beyond what they have expressed for the 
owners of unseated lands generally, in directing to be 
assessed with taxes, and if these are not paid within 
due time, then by directing a sale to be made of the 
lands themselves. The policy of the state has ever been 
to encourage the improvement and settlement of all the 
lands within its territory, lots, I would say, as well as 
tracts. For it is precisely the same thing to the state, 
whether a tract of land remained whole, and entire, 
and unsettled, or be cut up and divided into lots, con- 
taining each the one-eighth of an acre, and all remain 
unimproved and unseated: Nothing is added to her 
wealth or her strength, in the latter case more than in 
the former. Why should she forbear taxing town lots, 
as such an exception would rather encourage the non- 
settlement of them, and be contrary to her uniform po- 
licy’? It would also be repugnant to the principles of 


property, they are often not only more saleable but 
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equality and justice. The state is bound to protect | 


every one of its citizens in the enjoyment of those 
rights which he has to property within its territory, as 
well as of those that belong to his person. In return 
for this protection, he is bound again to contribute to 
the support of the state, which is to be done in part by 
paying the taxes that are assessed. Again, it is 
just and equal, that in proportion as the property 
1s more or less valuable, in the right to the enjoy- 
ment of which he claims to be secured by the state, he 
should in the same proportion pay to the support of the 
expenses of the state? Ifso, he ought to pay taxes as- 
sessed upon unimproved town lots as well as upon any 
other species of property—otherwise one man may hold 
property worth fifty thousand dollars in the state, con- 
sisting of unimproved and unseated town lots, and pay 
no taxes, while another, holding unimproved and un- 
seated lands consisting of what are commonly called 
tracts of land worth not more than twenty thousand dol- 
lars, has to pay annually one hundred, or from that sum 
to two hundred dollars, which would be most unjust 
and unequal. No reason why town lots should not be 
assessed, has been attempted to be given; and indeed, 
it is difficult to conceive any, while on the contrary, 
justice, as well as sound policy requires that they 
should. 

If, then, they may be lawfully assessed, as I think 
they may, that is, I consider that the legislature has di- 
rected them to be assessed, as often as any other real 
estate in the same county is to be, so it certainly will be 
thought strange, if the legislature have provided no ef- 
ficient mode for the collection of such taxes; yet if un- 
improved, vacant and unseated town lots cannot be 
sold for taxes due and in arrear upon them, most cer- 
tain it is that the legislature have omitted or failed to 
provide sucha remedy. It was found impossible to 
collect the taxes due upen unseated tracts of land, by 
any other mode than a sale of them. Hence that was 
provided. _ If the owners of unseated éracts of land, ne- 
glected paying the taxes upon them, and it therefore 
became necessary to authorize a sale of them, what 
reason can be imagined, why the same neglect would 
not happen in the case of unseated or unimproved town 
lots? Every one of any experience in this matter 
knows, that the difficulty of getting the taxes paid in 
those cases is the same, and that without an authority to 
sell in both cases, it is utterly impracticable to collect 
or obtain the taxes due upon such property. It cannot 
be presumed for a moment, that this was not as well 
known to the legislature, as any other part of the com- 
munity. Neithercan it be believed that they intended 
taxes.to be assessed upon these town lots, without any 
design that they should be collected. If there can be 
no other mode by which they can be collected, it 
will be a strong reason for believing that the legis- 
lature intended and designed it, if there be any thing to 
be found in their acts in this behalf, that will bear such 
a construction. 

It has been contended by the counsel for the plaintiff 
in error, that no part of any of the acts of Assembly 
authorizing the sale of unseated lands for taxes, are 
the words “ Jo?” or *‘piece of ground” or “town lot” 
used or expressly mentioned. That as often as the le- 
gislature have undertaken to describe what kind of un- 
seated lands they intended should be sold for taxes, 
they have uniformly spoken of them as ‘tracts,’ which 
do not give us the idea or include a town lot. To all 
this it may be answered that they have almost invariably 
throughout all the acts in directing the sale of unseated 
lands for taxes, used the terms ‘‘unseated lands.”” The 
second section of the act of the 3d of April, 1804, ex- 
pressly directs, -that “all unseated lands within this com- 
monwealth, held by individuals, companies or bodies 
corporate either by improvement, warrant, patent or 
otherwise, shall for the purpose of raising country rates 
and levies be valued and assessed in the same manner as 
other property,” and in a subsequent part of the same 


the subject; or may be mistaken altogether in re- 
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section, provides and authorises a sale of them, calling 
them again “unseated lunds,” and not referring to them 
by the term “/rae! or Iruc's.”? Indeed I cannot discov- 
er where, in any otheract on this’subject the term ‘‘/ract 
or tracts,’”? has been used seemingly for the purpose of 
dstinguishing them or that spec.es of unseated lands 
from unimprov-d and unseated town lots or any other 
unseated lots of ground; and certainly in no part of any 
of the acts is it used for the purpose of showing that 
‘town lots unseated were not to be sold for taxes as un- 
seated Jands. I think it very clear that the legislature 
/has not made ‘any distinction between a lot of ground 
| and a tract of land, whether seated or unseated; all are 
| to be taxed, and if the taxes are not paid uponthe un- 
| seated, they are to be sold. A distinction between an 
| unseated tract and town lot does not appear to me to 
be attempted or aimed at in any place. 
ia 
| The great argument of the counsel for the plaintiff 
| in error is, that the term ‘town fot” is not used in desig , 
| nating the real estate that shall be sold for the non-pay- 
‘ment of taxes. But the terms “all unseated lands” 
| necegsarily embrace lots, town lots and tracts, without 
distinction; and directs that all shall be sold for taxes 
unpaid; so that the counsel for the plaintiff in error 
ought to have gone further and have shown that town 
lots were expressly exempted after the use of terms 
which most explicitly embraced them. The act of the 
28th March 1814 is said to be a legislative declaration 
of what the law is on this subject, and that they must 
have thought that there was no act authorising the sale 
|of unimproved and unseated town-lots or they would 
not have passed that act, which had no other object in 
view than to authorize the sale of such lots in the coun- 
ty and city of Philadelphia. ‘This act seems to have 
been passed upon a special application as clearly ap- 
pears from its preamble; and most likely was passed to 
satisfy the doubts or notions of the applicants. It is 
not probable that it was passed after any particular in- 
vestigation of the subject by the legislature. For I 
cannot but think that if they had examined the matter 
carefully, they would have been satisfied that the then 
existing laws authorized a sale of such property for 
taxes due upon it; orif not, they would have immedi- 
ately passed a general act upon the subject, authorizing 
it throughout the state. Acts of the legislature have 
been passed sometimes, merely declarative of what the 
law was before. ‘This is done sometimes upon the sug? 
gestion of those who may doubt about what the law is 


spect to it. I know that vacant and unseated town lots 
in some counties of the state have long since been as- 
sessed for taxes and sold as unseated lands; andI can 
perceive no reason why it should not be so, since they 
are obviously embraced in the general terms of the act 
of 1804 on this’ subject which directs that all unseated 
lands shall be taxed, and if these taxes are not paid in 
due time, that they shall be sold. 

The judgment of the court below is right, and must 
be affirm 2d. — Venango Democrat. 





PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Thursday, Feb. 2, 1832. 


COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Ryan presented a pe- 
tition from Thomas Lancaster & Son, praying for a re- 
newal of the lease for Spruce street wharf, which was 
referred to the committee on the Drawbridge lot. 

Mr. Parrerson presented the following remonstrance 
against the erection of a market house in High street, 
which was referred to the Special committee appointed 
on that subject. 


To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phi- 
ladelphia. Bestar’ 


Your memorialists, inhabitants and owners of pro- 
perty in the Western section of Philadelphia, respect- 


ed 


- ‘ 
perenne iene Te 





i . 


denne a Shale id 2 eae es a 
: Z 


~ .-- 


Raa Rea 


ee ee ee een nee eS ee te « 
- - . v 
= a ~ aeaananeuty —~ - yw - 


| 
i 
' 
: 
: 
; 
) 
i 


ee ete 


108 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


[Fesnvarr 


pe eee? 


fully represent. That they have seen with regret a pe- 
tition presented by sundry individuals, praying for the 
establishment of a Market House in High street, be- 
tween Thirteenth and Juniper streets. They would re- 
spectfully suggest to Councils, that a large and increas- 
ing country business is transacted within the aforesaid 
limits, which would be totally destroyed by such an ar- 
rangement, as it would then be impossible to load and 
discharge the large wagons that are used as a means of 
conyeyance for bulky goods. That this trade must be 
lost to the city by the attraction presented by the North- 
ern districts for the facilities of trade, or at least divert- 
ed to some other section, which would be unjust to many 
of your memorialists. ‘That a market house erected as 
prayed for, would be a serious impediment to the trans- 
portation of goods to and from the lower part of the ci- 
ty, thereby producing great detention and embarrass- 
ment to all who transact business in Market street. It 
is known to most of our citizens, that the great superior- 
ty of our markets is attributable to their concentration; 
that markets, like capital, when too much disseminated, 
do not fulfil to the utmost, the objects for which they 
were established:—and, as an illustration of this fact, 
your memorialists would call to the remembrance of 
Councils, that a market house was established some ten 
years ago, in the immediate vicinity of this site that is 
now prayed for by your petitioners—that it was scarce- 
ly ever occupied or attended, and that about three years 
since, by the order of your honourable bodies, it was re- 
moved as not benefiting the community for which it was 
intended. In conclusion, your -memofialists beg leave 
to question the necessity of creating any additional mar- 
ket house at this time, asthe side walks as far west as 
Centre Square are occupied as market places by those 
who supply the markets, who furnish our citizens with 
every marketable article excepting fish, that can be 
purchased any where else within the city. 

Should Councils, however, in their wisdom, deter- 
mine to establish additional buildings for markets, your 
memorialists would be doing themselves and their fel- 
low citizens great injustice not to urge upon Councils, 
the propriety of continuing the linc of markets from 


Eighth street west as they may be required, instead of 


leaving a large space of 4 squares unoccupied—which 
would be the case were the prayer of your petitioners 
granted; or if that is not deemed expedient, to locate a 
market on one of the corners of Penn Square. And 
your memorialists will ever pray. 

Mr. Sexton presented the annexed letter from Mr. 
Jacob S. Waln, which was referred to the Paving Com- 
mittee. ~ 


To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phi- 


ladelphia. 
Gentlemen: I beg leave to draw your attention to 
the situation of Locust street, near the river Schuylkill. 


Locust st. at this place was_originally considerably be- | 


low the City regulation, and in consequence the earth 
taken out of other streets was thrown there, no doubt 
with a view of raising the street to its proper level—but 
being loose earth and nothing to hold it in its proper 
place, it washed almost immediately into the river, fill- 
ing up the dock and injuring the property of the sub- 
scriber—this state of things continued until Mr. 
Cooper, the present City Commissioner first came 
into office, who, seeing the injury it was doing, plac- 
ed a wall as a guard on the river side, to catch the 
washings of the sand, and mud—but this filling up al- 
most as soon as built, the earth and water for these two 
years past has every rain poured over it, deposing the 
sediment into the river, the docks on which it has 
ae up at least three feet and greatly injuring the river 
itself. 

As a fresh quantity of loose earth has lately been 
thrown into this street near Front street, (not by the 
Commissioners) which the winter rains will carry the 
same course,—I have thought proper to give you this 









information, and to ,request your honorable bodies may 
take such order thereon as you in your wisdom may 
deem best. 
Very respectfully, yours, &c. 
J.S. WALN. 
Mr. Wetnaenict presented the following petition, 
which was referred to the Committee on markets. 


Tothe Honorable the Select and Common Councils of the 
City of Philadelphia, sitting. 

This petition humbly represents, that your petitioners 
free colored citizens of the city of Philadelphia have 
hitherto exercised their trade as porters and carriers, 
with benefit to the public and advantage to themselves; 
that under a provision of your honorable body, they 
have enjoyed as astand, the east side of Sixth Street, 
below Market street, on the westside of the building 
occupied as the Schuylkill Bank. But that they did not 
approach the building nearer than the curb stone, their 
barrows standing in the street. ‘That by reason of the 
great thoroughfare near which they were stationed, Mar- 
ket st. being a street of great business and activity, 
they have hitherto been able by strict attention and in- 
dustry in their calling to procure a comfortable subsist- 
ence, but that their successful exertions have recently 
been most seriously interrupted. The officers of the 
Schuylkill Bank having made an aplicationto the City 
Commissioners, by whom your petitioners have been 
directed to remove from their former position to Minor 
street. Your petitioners in obedience to the order of the 
Commissioners have removed, but have also stated to 
them their objections as herein set forth, but have been 
by the Commissioners referred to your honorable bodies 
for relief. 

To induce your favourable consideration, your peti- 
tioners beg leave to suggest to your honorable bodies, 
that Minor street is a small and rarely frequented 
street, in no wise to be compared to Sixth near Market, 
as a place for the successful prosecution of their calling, 
and demand for their labour; that their former stand 
having been on the side and not in front of the bank, 
and there being no entrance to the Bank, except at the 
front*in Market street, they could not in any way have 
interfered with the ingressand egress of persons hay- 
ing business at the banking house, and that the present 
season being as is known to your honors one of great 
severity and inclemency, and the price of fuel being so 
high as to make it though an indispensable yet an al- 
most intolerable charge upon your petitioners, by reason 
of which they are the more~painfully rendered unable 
to contend with any diminution of their resources from 
their trade. And that they hope your honours by these 
considerations may be induced to grant them relief, by 

ermitting them under your authority to return to their 
ormer station. And your petitioners as in duty bound 
will ever pray. 

Mr. Frrrz as Chairman of the committee on Fire 
Companies, made the following report and resolution, 
which after considerable debate were carried. The 
yeas and nays were called for: and the yeas were 
Messrs. Coryell, Fearon, Fritz, Hood, Lehman Moss, 
Okie, Oldenburgh, Page, Patterson, Ryan, Sexton, 
Sullivan, Wetherill—14—Nay Mr. Baker—1, . 

The Committee on Fire Companies to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of sundry citizens, praying for an 
appropriation of three hundred dollars for the purpose 
of erecting an alarm bell, in the north-western section 
of the city, beg leave to report, that they have examin- 
ed the prayers of the petitioners and consider it expedi- 
ent to grant the same, and offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the Mayor be, and is hereby authorized to draw his war- 
rant in favour of the Fire Committee, for three hundred 
dollars to be expended under their direction, and charge 
the same to appropriation, No. 21. 

February 9th, 1832. 

The following communication was received from the 
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Committee appointed at a Town Meeting of the citizens, 
relative to the celebration of the Centennial Anniversary 
of the Birth of Washington. 


CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. 


citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, respect- | 
fully request from the Select and Common Councils of | 
the city an appropriation to aid in defraying the ex- 
-penses of the celebration. 

By order and on behalf of the Committee. 


H. D. GILPIN, Chairman, 
Feb. 7, 1832. 


James Page, Esq. 

President of the Common Council. 

Mr. Oxiz offered the annexed resolution which was 
adopted, and Messrs. Hood, Fritz, Coryell and Sexton 
were appointed the Committee 'on behalf of the Common 
Council. 

Resolved, That a joint committee of four members 
from each Council, be appointed, whose duty it shall be, 
in conjunction with the committee appointed by the 
citizens at alate town meeting, to make the necessary 
arrangements for thecelebration of the centennary anni- 
versary of the birth of the illustrious Washington; and 
that the Mayor be authorized to draw his warrant on the 
city Treasurer in their favour, for any sum not exceed- 
ing 2000 dollars, which may be necessary to defray the 
expenses incurred by them, and, that the same be charg- 
ed to appropriation, No. 21. 

Mr. Leaman offered the following preamble and reso- 
lution, which after some debate were laid on the table 
for the present. 

Whereas the real and personal property of the late 
Stephen Girard, Esq. having been bequeathed to the 
City of Philadelphia in trus/, for certain uses, the prin- 
cipal of-which is for the purpose of educating and sup- 
porting ‘*‘White Male Orphan Children:” And whereas 
the city (after erecting a college) has authority only to 
use the income of said estate; which income may in a 
great measure be destroyed, by omitting the prudent 
precaution of insurance:—Therefore in order to pre- 
serve the same from unnecessary risk, and to carry in- 
to effect the views of the liberal testator—Resolved, by 
the Select and Common Councils of the city of Phila- 





have heretofore transacted business with the said George 
and Frederick Rapp, as the agents, or on behalf of the 
society, will take notice that all such connection between 
the undersigned and said George and Frederick Rapp, 
Sir: The committee of arrangement appointed by the | has ceased, and the funds of the society can no longer 
be resorted to for the satisfaction of debts which may 
have been, or shall be thus contracted by said Rapps. 


February 1, 1832. 
William Schmid, 
Israel Bentel, 
Adam Schule, 

John Geo. Wagner, 
Matthew Klein, 
Anthony Knapper, 
Jacob Wagner, 
Michael Forstner, 
Christian Schmid, 
Jacob Durr, 
Penotus Zundell, 
August Schmid, 
George Reiff, 

John Trompeter, 
Jacob Zundel, 
Christopher Hohr, 
August Schmid, 
Reimond Gann, 
Jacob Welhaf, 
George Adam Jung, 
Jacob Klingenstein, 
John Bauer, 

Jacob Krail, 
Frederick Fischer, 
John Luz, 

Conrad Bockle, 
Henry Zeltmann, 
George Forstner, 
Jacob Stroheker, 
Jacob Konig, 
Andrew Widmayer, 
Jacob Vaihinger, 
Reinhald Frank, 
Jacob Deim, 

Jacob Stabl, 

David Konig, 


delphia, that the Mayor be, and he-is hereby authorized | George Boger, 


and directed to have all said estate insured, that may in 


Samuel Schreiber, 


any way be liable to loss or damage by fire or other casu- | Nahum Staiger, 


alty. And that in the performance of said duty he be 
requested to distribute the insurance among the several 
offices of the city, &c. 


The SELECT COUNCIL did not form a quorum. 





HARMONY SOCIETY AT ECONOMY. 


Economy.—We have not heretofore, (says the Pitts- 
burgh, Gazette, referred to the schism which exists in 
this society, still entertaining the hope that some ar- 
rangement, satisfactory to all parties, might be made. 
From the following advertisement it may be inferred 
that the prospect ofa satisfactory adjustment of difficul- 
ties is by no means encouraging. 


TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC. 

The undersigned, Members of the Harmony Socie- 
ty, at Economy, in the county of Beaver, Pennsylvania, 
Tim it their duty thus publicly to make known that 
all the authority or power which has heretofore been 

iven, granted to, or exercised by GEORGE RAPP, or 

y his adopted son, FREDERICK RAPP, has ceased 
and determined, and has beyn revoked; and that their, 
or either of their acts, under such authority, in all trans- 
actions entered into by said George or Frederick Rapp, 
are without the knowledge, assent, or agreement of the 
undersigned, whose interests, as members of the Socie- 
ty, are equally involved, and as much entitled to protec- 
tion as those of any other portion of the community. 

All other Banks,and Corporations,and Individuals, who 


George Heinle, 
George Vogt, 
Jacob Kurx, 
Christoph Martin, 
Adam Keller, 
George Adam Fischer, 
Christian Martin, 
George Schaal, 
Jacob Schafer, 
Conrad Knodel, 
Henry Gayer, 
Christian Antrieth, 
Matthew Schule, 
Henry Laubscher, 
Adam Marguardt, 
Tobias Schmid, 
Christoph Killinger, 
Jacob Streit, 

John Hurz, 

Arnold Bentel, 
David Wagner, 
Lewis Epple, 
George Fischer, 
Carl Hopfinger, 
Martin Erb, 
Michael Fegert, 
George Weissert, 
Yost Gerhard, 
Andrew Fauth, 
Michael] Baumann, 


Christiana Konig, 
Henricka Zundel, 
Fredericka Aigner, 
Agatho Wolfer, 
Katharina Schmidt, 
Katharina Staiger, 
Katharina Zundel, 
Sirena Leucht, 
Salome Authrieth, 
Sara Forstner, 
Elizabeth Frank, 
Tryphemae Vogt, 
Margaret Schmidt, 
Margaret Zundel, 
Fredericka Fruh, 
Maria Schmidt, 
Magdalena Schmidt, 
Magdalena Vogt, 
Frederika Schmidt, 
Mariah Fruh, 
Wilhelmina Bendel, 
Elizabeth Stahl, 
Christiana Schnaufer, 
Debora Laupple, 
Thecla Weissert, 
Elizabeth Zanger, 
Elizabeth Fauth, 
Katharina Gefhard, 
Jacobina Fauth, 
Juliana Martin, 
Christiana Schmid, 
Leade Schule, 
Margaret Fritscher, 
Barbara Fauth, 
Juliana Zeigler, 
Julia Zeigler, 
Judith Palmbach, 
Christiana Gerhardt, 
Barbara Laubscher, | 
Lora Wolfer, 
Maria Wolfer, 
Katharina Bockle, 
Louise Bockle, 
Jacob Bockle, 
Jeremias Bentel, 
Christina Fauth, 
Christiana Fauth, 
Johanna Fischer, 
Christian Fischer, 
Henry Fischer, 
Phoben Fischer, 
Angelie Knapper, 
Mathilda Widomeyer, 
Caroline Weinburg, 
Ultic Weinburg, 
William Weinberg, 
Joseph Weinburg, 
Elizabeth Lais, 
Louisa Lais, 
Jacobina Lais, 
George Fischer, 
Katharine Fischer, 
Matthew Fischer, 
Hosea Fischer, 
Melchoir Fischer, 
Barbara Martin, 
Margaret Barbara Martin, 
Wilhelmine Schmidt, 
Frederika Kant 
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Jacob Sander, 

George Schnaufer, 
Philippe Bentel, 
Simon Wagner, 
Christoph Yost, 
Christoph Lichtenberger, 
John Schnaufer, 
Matthew Fauth, 

Jacob Maienknecht, 
Frederick Wolter, 
Conrad Gann, 

Jacob Marquardt, 

T. Hubert Delhas, 
Christianna Klein, 
Maria Forstner, 
Katharina Kurz, 
Wilhelmina Krauss, 
Rengina Bentel, 
Margarette Jung, 

Sara Stahl, 

Dorothy Klein, 
Ernestine Bockle, 
Jacobina Klein, 
Magdalena Ehman, 
Maria Forstner, 
Wilhelmina Fischer, 
Barbara Killinger, 
Anna Katharine Fischer, 
Katharina Laubscher, 
Catharina Schmidt, 
Marg’t Barbara Martin, 
Kredericka Schmid, 
Katharina Erb, 

Eva Fruh, 

Verona Weinberg, 
Margaret Martin, 
Barbara Fischer, 
Jacobina Schmid, 
Wilhelmina Durwachter, 
Fredericka Schmid, 


Eugena Bauer, 
Margaret Trantwein, 
Kegina Schafer, 
Salome Erb, 
William Erb, 

Lewis Erb, 
Frederik Zeltmann, 
Jeremias Stag, 
Peter Stag, 

Willam Stag, 
Margaret Kraus, 
Elizabeth Fruh, 
Caroline Erb, 
Marzellus Heinle, 
Jacobina Fauth, 
Elizabeth, Fauth, 
George Ziegler, 
Franz Ziegler, 
Leonard Siegler, 
Philippe Laubscher, 
Jacob Laubscher, 
Katharina Killinger, 
Olena Killinger, 
Jacob Stahl, 2d, 
Gotilieb Bentel, 
John Fritscher, 
Jacob Fritscher, 
George Fritscher, 
Christoph Martin, 
Gotilieb Bentel, 2d, 
David Lais, 
Rudolph Wolfer, 
Christian Martin, 2d, 
Henry Knapper, 2d, 
Christian Martin, 2d, 
Rudolph Keller, 
Jonathan Wagner, 
John Rocher, 

Eva Jung. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


January 17, 1832. 


Sir: I have had the honour of receiving your letter 
of the 12th instant, enclosing a copy of the resolutions 
of the Senate of the United States of the 11th instant, 
and in compliance with it, I now transmit the accom- 
panying documents. ; 

The first resolution requires ‘the names and titles of 
the foreign stockholders in the Bank of the United 
States, with the amount of stock held by each.” The 
statement marked A, furnishes that information. 

The second resolution requires ‘‘the amount of debts 
due from individuals and bodies corporate to the Bank 
of the United States, distinguishing the amount secured 
by mortgage from that secured by personal security 
alone: and what portions of said debts are considered 
as standing accommodations to the customers the bank 
and all its branches.” The statement marked B, 
contains this information. ’ 

The amount of debs secured by mortgage, in the 
statement, relates exclusively tothe bank. The amount 
of debts similarly secured at the branches, is not re- 
ported, unless specially required. In order to comply 
with the resolutions, instructions have been given to the 
officers, and when their reports are received, the addi- 
tional statements will be transmitted to you. 

At the bank, no debts are considered as standing ac- 
commodations. The offices will be instructed to re- 
port what portion of their debts are so considered, and 
the result will, in like manner, be forwarded to you. 

The third resolution requires ‘‘a list of the directors 
of the bank, and of the several branches; a statement of 
the stock held by the citizens of the United States, with 
the number of shares held by each, and the amount of 
specie, according to the last return, in the vaults of the 
bank and its branches, distinguishing the part which 





belongs to the bank, the portion belonging to indivi- . 


| duals, and to the United States.*? The statements mark- 

ed C, D, and E, furnish this information. In regard to 
the last, the bank has no spécie in its possession which 
does not belong to it. 

I have the honour to be, 

, Very respectfully, yours, 

N. BIDDLE, President. 
Hon. Lovis M’Laneg, 
Secretary of the Treasury, ¢ 
Washington, D. C. 


The following is an abstract of an interesting report, 
recently presented by the Secretary of the Treasury to 
the Senate, respecting the United States Bank:— 

The Secretary of the Treasury, dated January 23d, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, directing 
him to communicate, if able, a list of the foreign Stock- 
holders in said Bank—the amount of debts due the 
Bank and its Branches, from individuals and bodies cor- 
porate—a list of the Directors of the Bank and its seve- 
ral Branches—the names of the domestic Stockholders, 
with the amount held by each, and their places of resi- 
dence. The Secretary of the Treasury not having in 
his possession the means of answering aon inquiries, 
addressed a note to the President of the Bank, soliciting 
the information, which was promptly furnished. 

It appears that the amount of stock held by foreign- 
ers, is 84,055 shares; equal to $8,405,500, without in- 
cluding the premium. The heayiest foreign Stock- 
holders are as follows:—Journal of Com, 


—_ Shares, 
Baring, Brothers, & Co, 7915 
John Marshall, 3878 
Charles Dixon, 2500 


Thomas Coterall, et. al. trustees, 1829 
Sparks, & Co. 1236 
Benjamin Heywood, 1784 
Jonathin Austin, 1200 
Francis C. S. Conway, Marquis of Hertford, 1003 
James Drake, Havana, 1000 
Abel Smith, 1000 
John Martin & Co, 924 
Don Jose Zafre, . 900 
Samuel Sherwood, 875 
James Pierson, 864 
Cropper, Benson & Co, s 815 
Robert Philips, 800 
Gen. Sir William Keppel, 722 
Ann Redfeen, 716 
Maj. Gen. Macdonald, 649 
Mrs. Condelaria Bell, 637 
Lord Erie Reery, 600 
John Van Haize, 593 
James H. William, P. & Wm. H. Anderson, 550 
Thos. P. Ackland, 540 
Thomas Sexton, 538 
James Brown Leeds, 537 
Edward Ball Hughes, 510 
Sir Edward Tucker, 502 
J. L. Lane, 500 
E. Stoth, 500 
Lt. Gen. Sir Marmaduke W. Peacocke, 500 
John Overend, 500 
Hudson Gurney, 500 
R. & J. T. Barclay, 500 
Sir Colin and Sir Richard H. Campbell, 37 

Rev. Geo, Gordon, D. D. Dean of Lincoln, 311 
James Dunlop, 300 


There are 30 40 others, besides those we have enu- 
merated, holding from 300 to 500 shares. The whole 
number of foreign stockholders is 470. 


The amount of bills discounted by the 
Banks and its Branches, on personal 
security is 

Bills discounted on funded debt, 


$48,758,570 54 
18,850 00 


- 


é 


~ 
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Bills on Rank stock, 731,157 53 
Domestic bills of exchange, 16,691,129 34 
Mortgages, 3 205,396 69 





$66,405,103 87 


—_—_—— 


3,944,847 74 


Total, 








Due from State Banks, 


The domestic stockholders, of the Bank are as we 
count them, 3602 in number, residing i in_ the following 
States. The number of shares held in each State, is 
given in the second column. 





No. of No. of 

States. Stockholders. Shares. 
Maine, 14 498 
Vermont, $ 27 
New Hampshire, . 24 511 

Besides Boston 53 
Massachusetts, Boston, 158 11,175 
Connecticut, 60 1,539 
Rhode Island, a 36 1,218 
Besides the city,’ 69 
New York, 3 oity, ae 30,881 
New Jersey, 75 2,787 
Pennsylvania, 872 51,028 
Delaware, i J = 1,531 
Besides Baltimoré, 1 
Maryland, } Reltmore, - 7 34,237 
District of Columbia, 61 2,725 
Virginia, 268 11,617 
North Carolina, at 36 2,391 
¢ Besides Charleston, 176 

§. Carolina, 2 Charleston, 554 40,242 
Georgia, 42 1,981 
Ohio, 14 556 
Kentucky, 22 252 
Tennessee, 5 258 
Indiana, 2 50 
Illinois, 2 167 
Louisiana, 17 119 
Arkansas, ‘s 42 
Dom. Shareholders, 3602 Shares 195,620 
Foreign Shareholders, 470 84,855 
United States, 70,000 


In transitu between the different Transfer Offi- 


cers, 325 





Total, 350,000 





_ These, at $100 each, makes the amount of capital, 
viz: $35,000,000. Present premium per share, $124} 


to to $1244. Some of the largest domestic stockholders 
are as follows: 


Stephen Girard, 

Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, 
Robert Ralston, of Philadelphia, 
Wn. J. Barksdale, Virginia, 
Bernard M. Carter, Pennsylvania, 
John Potter, South Carolina, 


Shares. 
6331 
2683 
2026 
15060 
1417 


1400 
Wm. G. Bucknor, New York, 1168 
Don Francis Layzier, do. 1150 
Peter Harmony, do. 957 


Lewis Kershaw & Co. S.C. 


942 
John G. Coster, New York, 900 
Mills Smith, do. 875 
Lemuel Taylor, Maryland, 860 
Clendening, New York, 850 
Don Francis de Lazua, "do. 850 
B. & J. Bohlen, Pa. 839 
Daniel C. Verplank, New York, 805 
Stephen Bulkley, S. C. 800 
P. Brown, N. C. 787 
Wm. Patterson, Md. 730 
Robert Gilmore, do. 703 
Mrs. Ann Donnell, do. 700 











Itt 
Prime, Ward & King,N. ¥- 683 
Wm. Coleman, Pa. 680 
John Gibbs, do. 650 
Brown, Brothers & Co. 650 
Thomaas C. Vanderhout, S. C, 638 
| James D. Wolf, 632 
Wm Brown, Pa. 630 
Gardner Greene, Boston, 640 
Col. Wm. Alston, S. C. 600 
Wm. Wightman, do. 600 
Isaac Smythe, Md. 581 
Coster & Carpenter, N. Y. 531 
Thomas P. Cope, Pa. 520 
Paul Beck, Jr. do. 513” 
Mrs. Mary Ann Gilmore, S. C. 510 
Robert F. Stockton, N. J. 500 
Wm. Alkin, Charleston, 500 


The amount of specie on hand at the Bank of the 
United States, and its several Branches, on the Ist of 
Jan. 1832, wasas follows:— 
Bank United States, - 


- $2,811,640 83 
Office Portland, . 82, 


- 70,452 22 
Portsmouth, - - 50,011 78 
66 Boston, - - 328,377 58 
‘¢ ~—- Providence, - . 102,627 74 
‘¢ Hartford, - - 28,094 00 
Mew York, - - 664,686 64 
« Baltimore, - - 228,000 00 
‘¢ Washington, - - $4,610 54 
‘¢ Richmond, - - 197,212 02 
“ Norfolk, . - 112,159 38 
‘s Fayetteville, - - 18,943 75 
‘© Charleston, ‘ - 271,468 80 
«Savannah, —s - > 376,642 24 
“ Mobile, ; - 153,671 72 
‘¢ New Orleans, - - 510,346 06 
“ Natchez, ‘ - 57,825 83 
“ §t. Louis, - - 136,897 51 
‘¢ Nashville, - - 167,866 36 
« Louisville, - - 217,431 25 
“« Lexington, - : 91,513 28 
« Cincinnati, - - 111,028 17 
“6 eens, - : 31,809 84 
© Buffalo, : - 105,232 46 
<¢ = Utica, - . 67,750 66 
‘¢ Burlington, - . 72,422 48 
Agency Cincinnati, - - 
Agency Chillicothe, - - 
Total, $7,038,823 12 








From the MS. documents in possession of the 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


A Proclamation concerning the Caves of Philadelphia, 
By Wm. Penn, Proprietory and Governor, &€c, 
WitiaM PENN, Proprreror ann Governor, 
Whereas I did at first inregard of the infancy of things 
and especially out of tenderness to the poorer sort per- 
mit divers caves tobe made in the Bank of Philadelphia 
fronting Delaware river for a present accommodation, 
and perceiving that they are commonly disposed of from 
one to anotHer, as a kindof property, and taking farther 
notice of the great detriment that is like to insue to the 
street by the continuation of them as well as the disor- 
ders that their great secresy hath given occasion to loose 
people to commit in them, I do hereby desire and strict- 
ly order and warn all the inhabitants of the said caves to 
depart the same within two months after the publication 
hereof, and require my trusty and loving friends and 
commissioners. William Markham, Thomas Ellis and 
John Goodson, or any two of them to see that the same 
be accordingly effected. And thatno damage may re- 
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dound to the public, by my former indulgence, the said 
commissioners aré hereby ordered to cause a survey to 
be taken of the state of the said caves, that such who 
have lived in them may be obliged to secure the Bank 
and state from any damage that may happen from them. 
It being buta reasonable thing that those who have had 
the benefit thereof should indemnify the public, of 
which all persons concerned are to-take notice and yield 
their due obedience as they will answer the contrary at 
their peril. 

Given at Worminghurst Place, in Old England, the 
24th of the 11th month, 1686. 





John Key being the first born in Philadelphia, peti- 
tions the Board that according to the proprietary’s pro- 
mise it is said he may have a lot in the city and 500 acres 
of land granted him being now of age. A warrant from 
the proprietary’s dated 26th, 3d month, 1683 appears 
for 2 lott to his father, which they say was laid out in 
Mulberry street. Ordered therefore that a warrant be 
issued for re-surveying these lots, but nothing appear- 
ing for the further aforesaid pretended promise of land 
*tis referred to the Proprietary. 

8th month, 22d, 1705. 

From the Minute Book of thc Commissioners of Pro- 


perty. page 284. 


The following document appears to have been a let- 
ter of introduction in favor of the “Free Society of 
Traders,” from William Penn to the Indians, under the 
Title of the “Emperor of Canada.” On page 396 of vol. 
1. of this work, will be found a letter to the same per- 
sonage, from N. More, thepresident of that Society, dated 
two days earlier than the present letter, and which is 
probably the one alluded to in the preceding paper. 

TO THE EMPEROR OF CANADA. 

The Great God that made thee, and me and all the 
world incline our hearts to love, peace and justice that we 
may live friendly together as becomes the workmanship 
of the great God. The King of England who isa great 
prince hath for divers reasons granted to me a large 
country in America which however I am willing to in- 
joy upon friendly terms with thee. And this I will say 
that the people who comes, with me are a just, plain, 
and honest people, that neither make war upon others, 
nor fear war from others hecause they will be just. 
I have set up a Society of Traders in my province to 
traffick with thee and thy people for your Commodities 
that you may be furnished with that which is good at 
reasonable rates: And that Society hath ordered their 
President to treat with thee about a future Trade, and 
have joined with me to send this messenger to thee with 
certain presents from us, to testify our willingness to 
have a fair correspondence with thee: And what this 
Agent shall do in our names we will agree unto. I hope 
thou will kindly receive him and comply with his de- | 
sires on our behalf both with respect to Land and | 
Trade. The GreatGod be with thee. Amen. 

WM. PENN. 


Pairir TazoporE Leaman, Secretary. 
London,the 21st day of the Fourth month, 
called June, 1682. 





The foregoing is a copy of an original document re- 
maining in the Land Office of Pennsylvania at Harris- 
burg. S. WORKMAN. 





REPORT ON IRON, 


The Speaker laid before the Senate a letter from the 
President of the Board of Canal Commissioners, viz: 


Hon. Witt1am Hawkins, 


Speaker of the Senate. 

Sin—lIn the reply to the resolution of the Senate of 
the 31st January last, requiring the canal commission- 
ers to furnish to the Senate a statement of the quantity 
of iron contracted for by them for rail-road purposes, 
the price per ton agreed to be paid, of whom and when 
purchased, and whether of American or foreign m4nu- 
facture, the canal cgmmissioners have the honor to 

REPORT: 2 

That they invited proposals by public advertisement, 
for furnishing iron for 324 miles of single track of the 
Columbia and Philadelphia rail-road: the proposals to 
be received at Downingtown, on the 11th of May last. 
A few persons only offered to furnish iron, and their of- 
fers were predicated upon importing the iron from Eng- 
land. Not one proposal was received to furnish the 
iron of American manufacture. 

Three hundred and twenty tons of flat bars, for laying 
10 miles upon the Eastern division, sill plan, have been 
contracted for with Haven and Smith, shipping mer- 
chants, of Philadelphia. The whole of this iron has 
been contracted for in England, at £6 17 6, per ton. 
The contract was entered into on the 18th day of July 
last,stipulating that the contractors are to make purchases. 
in England on the most favorable terms for the com- 
monwealth,and to be paid the amount of costand charges, 
with two anda half per cent commission, upon the iron be- 
ing landed on the Wharf at Philadelphia; of this parcel 
178 tons,3cwt. Iqr.211bs was delivered before the closing 
of the Delaware, this quantity is settled for and cost $8729 
79 or at the rate per ton of $48,944. It 1s understood 
that this is lower by some dollars per ton than the cost 
of any rail road iron heretofore imported. It has been 
ascertained that the balance ef this contract is now in 
vessels at the capes and upon the clearing out of the 
ice will be landed at Philadelphia. 

A contract was also made on the 18th of July, 1831, 
with A. and G. Ralston, Shipping Merchants of Phila- 
delphia, for 1335 tons of iron edge rails, tobe used on 
ten miles of the Eastern division, and on thirteen miles 
of the Western division—also, for 432 tons of castings 
for pedestals or chairs and the requisite quantity of pins 
and wedges to be used in laying down the single track- 
way of the above 23 miles under the stone block and 
edge rail plan. The contract stipulates that the Con- 
tractors are to make the necessary purchases in Eng- 
land on the most favourable terms for the Common- 
wealth, have the iron manufactured and shipped, with 
the least possible delay, and that they are to be paid 
upon its being landed in Philadelphia, the amount of the 
costs and charges, together with two and half percent. 
commission. One of the partners is now in England, 
attending to the manufacture and shipping of this iron, 
advices from whom have lately been received, stating 
that a contract has been entered into in England, for 
furhishing the iron edge rails, at £6 17 6 per ton, from 
which it will be perceived, that the whole of the railing 
has been contracted for at the same price. A part of the 
edge rails has been shipped and would have been land- 
ed, had not the river Delaware closed at an earlier period 
than usual. The exact costpertonof the edge rails 
cannot beascertained at the presenttime. The price 
can however vary but little from that of the flat bars 
and the variation if any, it is presumed will only be 
caused by a difference in the price of freight. : 

By order of the Board of Canal Commissioners, 

JAMES CLARKE, Presiden/. 


